
Bellwork

▶ On a whiteboard write why people get 
involved in fights? 

▶
     HW to hand in : Quiz Corrections



World War I Begins
LEQ: What political circumstances in Europe led to World War I?



WWI Packet! 
Second Page!



MAIN Causes of World War I

▶ Militarism caused increased military spending to protect 

these colonies

▶ Alliance systems were created for countries to protect 

common interests but now put groups of countries at odds 
with each other

▶ Imperialism caused countries to set up colonies around the 

world resulting in further competition between nations

▶ Nationalism, a devotion to the interests and culture of 

one’s nation, led countries to become rivals over territories



The War begins

▶ Imperialism in the Balkans led several countries to have conflict there

▶ The heir to the Austrian throne went to visit Bosnia and was 
assassinated

▶ This caused Austria to ultimately declare war on the tiny nation of 
Serbia

▶ The Alliance system jumps into action with Russia declaring war on 
Austria, which causes Germany to declare war on Russia and then 
France, which causes England to declare war on Germany and 
Austria







The Early Fighting

▶ Germany started the fighting by holding ground against 
Russia while invading Belgium

▶ Germany’s plan is to defeat France quickly and then 
concentrate on Russia

▶ The Allies however stop the German advance into France 
and begin Trench Warfare

▶ Trench warfare was where each side dug a series of 
trenches to protect themselves from the enemy. This led to 
horrific casualties and the fighting lasted months without 
much gain 



U.S. Stays Neutral 

▶ Isolationism: Most Americans saw no reason to join a war that had 
nothing to do with America 

▶ Socialists saw the war as a money grab by the big countries at the 
expense of their colonies

▶ Yet many Immigrants watched the war closely as they still had ties back 
home

▶ Also, Many Americans felt close ties with Britain and America had strong 
economic ties with the Allied powers of Britain and France more than the 
Central Powers of Germany and Austria



Homework Summary

▶ Give 2 reasons why the 
U.S. should stay out of the 
war in Europe

▶ Give 2 reasons why the 
United States should get 
involved in the war in 
Europe


